BAYOU LAFOURCHE CUTOFF BRIDGE
DOTD STRUCTURE NUMBER 58118110104431
ROUTE LA 847 
CALDWELL PARISH, LOUISIANA

Description of the Bridge
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge (Structure No. 58118110104431 / Recall No. 047230) on LA 847 in Caldwell Parish, Louisiana, is a steel Parker Through Truss bridge.  It was originally constructed in 1922 with two truss sections to carry U.S. Highway 61 over Thompson Creek in West Feliciana Parish.  Between 1960 and 1964, it was dismantled and one truss section was moved to its current location on LA 847 in Caldwell Parish.  

National Register of Historic Places Eligibility
The steel truss portion of the bridge was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C (design/engineering) as a good example of a Parker Through Truss in Louisiana.  

Status of the Bridge
The bridge is owned by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and in consultation with the Federal Highway Administration and Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer, is scheduled to be replaced on existing alignment under State Project H.007940 and Federal Project No H007940.  

As a mitigation stipulation for the Adverse Effect to the bridge, the steel truss portion is being marketed to another entity for historic preservation.  If ownership of the steel truss is not transferred to another entity for moving to another location for an alternate use, the steel truss will be demolished along with the other portions of the bridge.  

Re-use of the steel truss as a bridge is encouraged.  If the steel truss is re-established as a non-vehicular bridge, the entity may chose to contact the SHPO regarding its eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places.

Approximate Dimensions of the Steel Truss Portion

The bridge consists of a single 222-foot, 9-inch, 11-panel steel Parker Through truss span on driven steel piling bents with concrete caps, and 133-foot precast concrete slab east and west approaches on timber bents with concrete caps. 

Funds for Relocation and Reuse of the Bridge 
Funding that would be used for demolition of historic bridges can be used for its preservation at a new location.  The estimated cost of demolition of the Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge is $354,153, which includes an estimate of $316,153 for removal of lead paint from steel truss portion.  An amount not exceeding this estimated cost would be made available to the new owner as a reimbursement for relocation and historic preservation of the bridge. 

Stipulations for Bridge Ownership Transfer 
The entity receiving the bridge must agree to the following:
1. Interested parties must notify DOTD in writing (either email or letter) of their interest by July 17, 2016.

2. The entity would be charged the salvage value of the steel truss which is estimated to be $37,940.  (According to Title 7 Section 14(A) of the Louisiana Constitution, property or things of value of the state shall not be donated to or for any person, association, or corporation, public or private.)
3. The entity must accept full ownership and all financial and legal responsibilities, including maintenance, liability, and permitting for the steel truss.
4. The entity shall ensure that the steel truss is closed to motorized vehicular traffic (i.e., cars and trucks).
5. Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) documentation as specified in the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) must be completed by DOTD prior to removing or altering the bridge steel truss. 

6. Relocating and reassembling the steel truss will be the responsibility of the entity taking ownership.
  
7. The proposed use of the steel truss will be subject to the approval of FHWA, DOTD, and SHPO.  
8. The entity will be required to post a plaque with information that the steel truss was part of the Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge.
9. The entity will be required to execute a preservation agreement which will include the above stipulations.
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The Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge (Structure No. 58118110104431). View facing northwest.
[image: ]
The Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge (Structure No. 58118110104431) portal and deck. View facing east.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Vicinity Map Showing Location of Bridge[image: ]
Aerial Photo Showing Location of Bridge
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As-Built Plans for Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge (Structure No. 58118110104431) along LA 847 in Caldwell Parish circa 1960-1964.  [image: ][image: ]
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As built plans of Bayou Lafourche Cutoff Bridge in its original location on US 61 over Thompson Creek, West Feliciana Parish, circa 1922.
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